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Why an ILM qualification? 
 
The Institute of Leadership & Management (ILM) is a premier body with 
experience in the field of leadership and management in the UK and 
internationally. 
 
Every year, ILM recognises the professional development achievements of 
managers from team leaders to board level, as well as managers of small 
businesses and those responsible for quality, energy, the environment and 
human resources.  Well over half a million managers have improved their own 
performance and brought real benefit to their employers by taking part in 
programmes such as this. 
 
If you are gaining knowledge, understanding and skills to become a more 
effective leader; the next step is to be recognised for that achievement, which 
is what this award is: recognition of your achievement…the next step. 
 

What is the ILM Level 5 Award in Leadership? 
 
The ILM Level 5 Award in Leadership is a short programme designed to 
develop your understanding of leadership theories and how this 
understanding can be used to improve your leadership practice.  The award is 
of value to those people who have been employed in a leadership role for 
some time at the different levels and wish to underpin their practice with a 
clearer knowledge of the principles of leadership.  You will receive one-to-one 
support to prepare you for the assessment in which you will carry out an 
evaluation of your own leadership abilities and performance. 
 

How long will it take? 
 
The ILM Level 5 Award in Leadership comprises a single unit requiring 20 
guided learning hours, or 30 hours’ total learning time. 
 

So what will I achieve? 
 
The main purpose of the qualification is to help you to improve your 
leadership practice; and you can also use your qualification as a stepping 
stone to other qualifications.  In particular the ILM Level 5 Award in 
Leadership allows exemption from the first unit of the full ILM Level 5 
Certificate in Leadership.  You can also apply for Membership (MInstLM) once 
you have completed the Level 5 Award in Leadership. 
 
With the ILM Level 5 Award in Leadership, you can undertake the ILM Level 5 
Diploma in Management, or progress on to the ILM Level 7 Executive 
Diploma in Management. 


